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In European societies of the Mediterranean East, at the end of
the second millennium and the beginning of the first, political
power always implied the possession of a certain type of knowl-
edge. By the fact of holding power, the king and those around him
held a knowledge that could not and must not be communicated to
the other social groups. Knowledge and power were exaclly recip-
rocal, correlative, superimposed. There couldn’t be any knowledge
without power; and there couldn’t be any political power without
the possession of a certain special knowledge.

This is the form of power-knowledge that Georges Dumézil, in
his studies concerning the three functions, has isolated, showing
that the first function was that of a magical and religious political
power.>+ Knowledge of the gods, knowledge of the action that can
be brought to bear on us by the gods—that whole magico-religious
knowledge is present in the political function.

What occurred at the origin of Greek society, at the origin of the
Greek age of the fifth century, at the origin of our civilization, was
the dismantling of that great unity of a political power that was, at
the same time, a knowledge—the dismantling of that unity of a
magico-religious power which existed in the greal Assyrian em-
pires; which the Greek tyrants, impregnated with Oriental
civilization, tried to restore for their own purposes; and which the

~ sophists of the sixth and fifth centuries still used as they could, in
the form of lessons paid for in cash. We witness that long decom-
position during the five or six centuries of archaic Greece. And
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persons, making them swear to tell the truth, to tell what they
knew, what they had seen or what they had learned from having
heard it said. Then, left to themselves, these persons would delib-
erale; at the end of this deliberation they would be asked for the
solution to the problem. This was a model of administrative man-
agement, which the officials of the Carolingian Empire routinely
applied. It was still employed, after the breakup of the empire, by
William the Conqueror in England. In 1066, the Norman conquer-
ors occupied England; they seized the Anglo-Saxon properties and
entered into litigation with the indigenous population and each
other over the possession of those properties. To establish order, to
integrate the new Norman population into the ancient Anglo-Saxon
population, William the Conqueror carried out an enormous in-
quiry concerning the status of properties, the status of taxes, the
system of ground rent, and so on. This was the famous Domesday
Book, the only comprehensive example that we have of those in-
quiries that were an old administrative practice of the Carolingian
emperors.

This procedure of administrative inquiry had several important
characteristics:

1. Political power was the essential personage.

2. Power was exercised first of all by posing questions, by inter-
rogating; it did not know the truth and sought to discover it.

3. In order to determine the truth, power appealed to the nota-
bles, to the persons fit to know, given their position, their age,
their wealth, their notability, etc.

4. Contrary to what one sees at the end of Oedipus the King, the
king consults the notables without forcing them to tell the
truth through the use of violence, pressure, or torture. They
are asked to meet voluntarily and give their collective opinion;
they are allowed to say collectively what they deem lo be the
truth.

We thus have a type of truth-establishment closely tied to the
administrative management of the first great state form known in
the West. .|
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